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1: Introduction

Of the Ancient Ayurvedic Medical Treatises, Caraka Sambhitz is undoubtedly the
oldest work, even though redacied by Caraka and Drdhabala. The oldest commentary,
namely Carakanyasa, written on this work was by Bhattara Haricandra. He was known
as both Bhattaraka and Haricandra. He was not only the first to write the commentary
on Caraka Sambhitz but also the pioneer in the commentators of Avurvedic texts. Cakrapani,
Arunadatta etc.,, followed him implicitely. Almost ail other commentators
referred to him reverentially in their works.

The fact that Carakanyasa was the standard 2nd scholarly comimentary on Caraka
Samhita was accepted by many an authority through their references in their works.
Svami Kumgta, in his commentary called Caraka Palijika, refers to Haricandra and
is commentary on Caraka Samhitg along with Bharadvadja, Atreya, Agnive$a and others
(No. 13091. Catalogue of G. O. M. L., Vol. XXIII, Madras}. lJejata, the pupil of
Vagbhata, in his commeatary on Madatyaya Cikitsa says :  ““This chapier written by the
great preceptor is well expounded by Bhattara Haricandra”. Indu says: ““The ignorant
one, who attempts to expound the doctrine of Caraka without consulting the commentary
of Haricandra, verily attempts to drink up the whole ocean” (Astanga Sangraha Vyakhva,
No. 13071, A descriptive catalogue of the Sanskrit Manuscripts in the Government Orien-
tal Manuscripts Library, Madras, Vol. XXIIi). Capdrata praises Haricandra in the
beginning of his commentary on Tisata’s Cikitsgkalika:  “As there exist the commen-
taries of Haricandra and the learned Iejjata, it is sheer presumptuousness for any one
clse to attempt to comment on the texts of Ayurveda”. Probably C&fldraga refers here
to the commentaries on Caraka Samhita. Cakrapanidatta refers to Haricandra in his
Ayurveda Dipika Vyakhya and at one place remarks that Vagbhata follows Haricandra’s
opinion regarding the method of warding off endogenous diseases.  Vijayaraksita in his
Madhukosa Vygkhya on Madhavanidana draws on the Carakanyasa of Bhattara
Haricandra a number of times to explain his point of view.

II : Parentage of Bhattara Haricandra :

It is very difficult to give any information regarding the parentage of Haricandra,
since he di¢ not mention in his commentary. P. V. Sharma, in his Carakacintana, refers
to a statement madein the Padataditakam of Vi$yamalaka, according to whick Bhattara
Haricandra is stated to be the son of I§anacandra-of Kankdyana gdtra. in Caraka Samhita
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the Bahlika ppysician, Kankayana, was referred to as participating in many seminars
conducted by Atreya Purnarvasu on the slopes of Himalayas. It is just possible that
during the times of Caraka and after, the descendants of Ké@nkayana intermingled with the
local population and settled in India. Bhattdra Haricandra may be one of that progeny.

Mahe$vara, the authot of Vi$vaprakasakosa, states that Bhattira Haricandra was
one of his ancestors (ViSvaprakasakosa : 1-5) and gives his genealogy from Haricandra.

Haricandra
Srl Krsua

I

Damodara

|
Malhaja
l
Keéava
B;aﬁmi
l

Mahegvara

Therefore. it is clear that Mahe$vara belongs to the 7th generation from Bhattdra
Haricandra. Except the above two, no other reference is available regarding either the
ancestors or descendents of Bhattara Haricandra.

IIl : Date of Bhattara Haricandra :

Bhattdra Haricandra was referred to by Candrata in his commentary on Cikjtsakalikd
(about 1000 A.D.), Mahesvara in his homonymical dictionary, Visvaprakasa (1111 A..D.),
Arunadatta in his Sarvangasupdara Vyakhyd (1220 A.D.) and Hemadri in his Ayurveda
Rasdyana Vyakhy@ (13th century A.D.). Therefore he can be safely placed as flourishing
before 1000 A.D. He may even be a few centuries anterior since he was referred to by
Svamikumara, who according to P. V. Sharma is a contemporary of Bhattdra Haricandra.

On the basis ot the following references Bhattdra Haricandra is considered as
flourishing during 6th century A.D. :—

(1) Reference as the Court Physician of Sahasdnka :—Mahe§vara in his Vi§vapra-
kasakosa states : ‘‘He whose name was Haricandra, whose behaviour was as aggreable
as moon, held in a wholly unrivalled way the position of an irreproachable court physician
to king Sahasanka and adorned the treatise of Caraka with his own commentary” (Vi$va-
prakadsakosa 1-5). This reference indicates that Bhattira Haricandra was the contemporary
of King Sahasinka. “Sdhasdnka” being a possessive compound formed of sdhasa
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“strength” and anka “mark”, can be a title of any king, who on his own strength, acquired
and ruled over an empire. Therefore the identity of Sahasanka has become a difficult
problem. There are at least four kings who were known as Sdhasanka :

(1) Candragupta IT (375-413 A.D.)

(2) Skandagupta (455-467 A.D.)

(3) YasSodharman of Malwa (6th century A.D.)
(4) Sri Candra Deva of Kanauj (11th century A.D.)

The King Sahasanka is very often identified with Vikrama or Candragupta II.
Therefore Yadavjl placed Bhattdra Haricandra during the period of Candragupta I1.
But this identification is not justified. According to Mahe$vara, Bhattara Haricandra was
the court physician of King Sghasdnka. Since Haricandra was not mentioned among
the famous “Nine Gems” of Vikrama’s court, the King Szhasanka cannot be identified
with Chandragupta II and the same holds good with the identification of Sdhasanka as
Skandagupta. Yas$odharman was a king of Malwa, who defeated Mihirakula, the Huna
chief and freed Malwa and neighbouring region from the Hana depredations. He belonged
to the first half of the 6th century A.D. Wilson suggests the possibility of Sahasanka being
a title of Sricandra Deva, who (according to a copper plate inscription from Nidigal)
founded towards the end of the 11th century, the ruling dynasty of Kanauj which realm
he acquired “by his own strength”. But since Bhattdra Haricandra lived centuries before
1000 A.D. and gquoted by Svamikumgra, Yejjata and Candrata, identification of Srichandra
Deva as Sahasanka is not justified.

Since there were six generations between Mahe§vara and Bhattara Haricandra, a
safe guess can be 5th or 6th centry A.D. P. V. Sharma considers that Ya$ddharman of
Malwa should preferably be identified as Sahasdnka and that Haricandra shouldbe taken
as a contemporary of Vagbhata I.  According to I. Jolly, Haricandra flourished in the
6th century A.D.

(2) Reference in literature : Many scholars consider the medical author Hari-
candra is identical with the litterateur of the same name who was referred io in Harsa
Carita by the great poet Bana Bhatta (7th century A.D.) and by Vakpati in his Prakrta work
called “Gaudavaha”. Even if this is true Haricandra can be taken as flourishing in 6th
century A.D.

(3) The Nyava as postulated by Bhattara Haricandra in his commentary resembles
the subject as was dealt by Dinnaga, the great Buddhist philosopher, who beionged to 5th
century A.D. and therefore Bhattara Haricandra can safely be placed in the 6th century A.D.

While delving into the date of Bhattara Haricandra, it will not be out of place to dis-
cuss the question of the anteriority between Bhattdra Haricandra and Vagbhata. Cakrapa-
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nidatia while referring to Bhattdra Haricandra in his commentary stated that Vagbhata
followed Haricandra’s opinion. On the basis of this statement some scholars considered
that Bhatidra Haricandra was anterior to Vagbhata. But here it should be noted that
whenever Cakrapani referred to Vagbhata, he was always referring to Astanga Hrdaya but
1ot to Astanga Sangraha. Neither Bhattara Haricandra referred to Vagbhata nor Vﬁgbhata
tc Bhatidra Haricandra. But since Jejjaja, the stucent of Vagbhata-I1. copiously referred
to Carakanyasa, Bhatidra Haricandra can be placed before Vagbhata-11. in addition to
the above arguments and also on the basisa of comparative study between Carakanyasa
and Astdnga Sangraha, it is easy to conclude that Bhatidara Haricandra was a contem-
norary ot Vagbhzqa-[.

1V : A Versatile Genius :

Normally an Ayurvedic Scholar and Physician is expected to be conversant with not
only Ayurveda but also Vyakarapa, Nyaya. Tarka and other subjects itke Yoga. Fven
now from older generations, persdns who are versatile in these subjects can be shown as
examples. In the same manner Bhat{ra Haricandra also seems to be a versatile genius.

That Bhattdra Haricandra was a famous litterateur is known by a reference to him
by the great poet Banabhatta of 7th century A.D. in his Harga Caritam: “The charming
diction and style and the beauty of assonance of Bhattara Haricandra give him a sovercign
place among the writers of prose” (Harsa Caritd cha. 1, 12). Another tribute to his literary
genius is paid by Vakpati of 8th century A.D. in his Prakrtda work called Gaudavaha :
“Who takes delight in redding Blidsa, Jvalanamitra (Agnimitra}, Kuntideva and Raghukara
(Kalidasa), as also in diction and style of Subandhu and Haricandra™ (Gaudavaha, verse
No. 800). Even though the name Bhattara Haricandra has been clearly mentioned in
respect of hjs meritorious style of prose writing, some authorities consider the Haricandra
of Banabhatta and Vakpati as different from Bhatiara Haricandra of Carakanyasa. But
a close study of the style of language used by Bhattara Haricandra in his commentary will
clearly reveal his knowledge and control on it.

In addition, Bhattara Haricandra was also a scholar in Tarka and Nyaya. This
is evident from the mcthod he dealt the subject of Tantrayukti in kis commentary. As
already been mentioned, Bhattara Haricandra followed Dinnaga, the great Buddhist lcgician
in cervain respects. Because of this and the respect Bhattdra Haricandra has shown to-
wards Bouddhadharma in his commentary,some authorities considered that he is a Buddhist.
But in the beginning oi' this commentary, Carakanyasa,Haricandra has invoked the hlessings
of the Sun God. Thereloreit is clearly evident that Bhattdra Haricandra was not only a
Hindu but also a Brahmin.

V: His Works :

1)

(1) Caraka Nyasa-—commentary on Caraka Samhita:—The most important of
his works is the commentary on Carakasambhita called Carakanydsa. The complete com-
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mentary is not available, even though there are indications that he had written commentary
for the whole books. According to his statement this commentary has known as ‘Sjsyo-
padhyayakinyasa.” This clearly indicates that Bhagtara Haricandra was a teacher of Ayur-
veda and he prepared this commentary while teaching Carakasambhita to his students.

The commentary for the first three chapters of Sutrasthana of Carakasalhitd,
written in Canarese and Sanskrit scripts is available in the Government Oriental Manuscripts
Library, Madras. Yadavji Trikamji states that - Mustaram Shastri published this commen-
tary from Ravalpindi long ago but that publication which was based on the manuscript of
G. O. M. L., Madras, is also not available now.

This Vvakhya is started with an invocation for the blessings of Sun God by the
author and afier that he described the importance of sage Caraka. He has also described
the descent of Ayurveda from Brahma and invoked blessings from all the teachers. In
his commentary he referred to Brhaspati and Sukra also. Bhattara Haricandra in his
commentary has referred to the Ksarapanitantra indicating that the old texts were available
during his period. The eight-fold division of Ayurveda was also well known during these
times.

While commenting on the subject matter of Carakasamhita, he defined and described
Pada, Sutra Vakya, Prakarana, Adhyaya, Catuska, Sthana and Tantra. There seems
to be a difference of opinion in the number of Tantrayuktis between Bhatidra Haricandra
and others. According to Bhattdra Haricandra, the Tantrayuktis are forty in number,
according to Caraka 36 and according to Susruta 32 only, the difference between the
Carakasamhita, and its commentator Bhattara Haricandra being four in the number. They
are (1) Pariprasna, (2) Vyakarana, (3) Vyutkranta bhidh@na and (4) Hetu. But Cakrapani
states that these four need not be explained as addition because the first is explained by
Uddesa, the second by Vyakhyana, the third is only a variation of Nirdes$a and the fourth
is understood by the Pramanas as stated in Pratyaksa. Bhattara Haricandra has also
described Vyakhya, Kalpand, Arthasraya, Tacchilya and Tantradosa, Vyakhya is 15
varieties, Kalpana 7 varieties, Arthasraya 20 varieties, Tacchilya 17 varieties and Tantradosa
15 varieties.

(2) According to Indu, Bhattara Haricandra was stated to have edited Kharnada-
samhita but this book is not available now.

(3) Inhis introduction to Astangahrdaya, Hari$astrl Paradkar states that Bhattara
Haricandra has written a commentary on Astanga Hraaya. But this cannot be accepted
since Bhattara Haricandra is considered to be a contemporary of Vagbhata-1.

- (4) According to Jolly, Bhattara Haricandra has also composed a medical Samhita
of his own.

(5) He is said to have written two literary works :

(1) Gadyabandha and (2) Malati.
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Among all his works, only Carakanyasa is now available partly, even though there
are many meritorious medical subjects for which he was admired again and again by later
medical commentators. [tis a fact that the medical as well as the literary world have become
poorer due to the non-availability of his masterly compositions.

SUMMARY

Bhattdra Haricandra, the writer of Carakanyasa or Sisyopadhyayakinyasa, was
not only the oldest commentator on Caraka Samhitd butalso was one of the pioneers
among the commentators on Ayurvedic texts. He was always referred to respectfully by
all other commentators. Nothing definite can be stated about the parentage of this great
scholar. However, P. V. Sharma holds that he beilonged to the Kankayana-clan, while
Mahe$wara, the author of ViSvaprakasa kosa, not only declares himself to be a descendant
of Bhattara Haricandra but also gives the geneaolgical table from him.

After a careful consideration of the external references about Bhattara Haricandra,
he can safely be placed before 1000 A.ID. He was said to be the court physician of King
Sahasanka. But there were four Kings known as S@hasanka, whose periods ranged from
3rd century to 11th century A.D. According to P. V. Sharma, YaSodharman of Malva,
should be identified as Szhasanka, who flourished during 6th century A.D. and thus fixing
the period of Bhattara Haricandra also. J. Jolly also considers that Bhattdra Haricandra
flourished in 6th century A.D.

Bhattdra Haricandra was a versatile scholar having command over Vyakarana,
Nyaya, Tarka, etc. besides Ayurveda and his versatility was admired by the great Sanskrit
poet Banabhatta of 7th century in Harsa Charitam and by Vakpati of 8th century A.D.
in Gaudavaha.

The Caraka Nyasa though completely written on Caraka Samhita is now available
only partly. The name of this commentary as said by Bhattdra Haricandra is gisyopédhyiv
vakinyasa suggesting that this must have been written tor !€aching his students. Bhattara
Haricandra is also said to have edited Kharanada Sambhitz and written a commentary on
Astinga Hrdaya also. According to J. Jolly, one medical Samhitz was ascribed to Bhattara
Haricandra, but Caraka Nyasa is the only available work of Bhattdra Haricandra and that
too partly.
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